
By Grazyna Tonkiel

The air is pulsing with scorching 
heat. Summer is upon us and it is my 
2020 “Butterfl y Delight.”

Since the very beginning of  the sea-
son, I’ve been rewarded with a large, 
diverse number of  butterfl ies, which 
have picked my garden as their perma-
nent home for the year. Many butter-
fl ies are territorial, once they select a 
habitat they will stay there until they 
complete their life pursuit – producing 
the next generation of  their own spe-
cies. The newly emerging generation 
will remain in my surroundings over 
the Winter, with the exemption of  the 
butterfl ies that migrate.

It took years of  thoughtful planting 
to turn my garden into a Butterfl y Hab-
itat, cultivating grounds of  carefully 
selected vegetation, some as a source 
of  food for butterfl ies and some as host 
plants for grazing, ever hungry, cater-
pillars. My strategy is working.

I’m fortunate to host an unprece-
dented number and variety of  differ-
ent Swallowtails this year. I will never 
forget my fi rst Swallowtail and the ma-
jestic beat of  its elegant tiger-striped 
wings. The excitement never fades, 
even year after year as I witness their 
magnifi cent fl ight and recognize that 
my Hops plants make them stay. Giant 
Swallowtails are fl ying around me as I 
write this update reaching a size of  4.5 
inches.

For a long time, I’ve been trying to 
replace grass on my lawn with White 
Clover and additionally grow some 
Wild Daisies, Dwarf  Dandelions, Yel-
low Goat’s Beard, King Devils in be-
tween. This natural Meadow is not for 
everybody, but in my case, it is simply 
beautiful.

This year my meadow fi nally looked 
the way I had envisioned, desired and 
aimed for over the last ten years. My 
meadow was the highlight for the little 
butterfl ies. Every morning I watched 
Eastern Tailed Blues, Cherry Gall 
Azures, Silvery Blues as well as Bronze 
Coppers and new to my habitat some 
Skippers and Dreamy Duskywings 
feeding on Clover. Tiny butterfl ies have 
very small proboscis, the elongated 
straw-like mouth they use for feeding, 
so naturally small clover fl owers are 

most suitable for them.
The blazing hot days of  this year’s 

summer is speeding the maturation of  
vegetation. I have the impression that 
Nature is rushing to grow and develop 
with unusual pace this Summer. Milk-
weed is thriving and Zinnias, which 
I planted late, are in full bloom. Mon-
arch butterfl ies, a Canadian symbol of  
summer, are in good numbers this year. 
They look radiant and very healthy. 
Towering Milkweed awaits for their 
precious cargo, tiny eggs laid by female 
Monarchs. Lucky me, I was able to 
quietly capture photos of  mating Mon-
archs; I believe the Monarch couple 
won’t mind if  I share the images with 
the world.

Butterfl ies are “Children of  the 
Sun,” they need sun energy to main-
tain their body temperature. Hot sum-
mers make their lives much easier, but 
as any living creature they need water 
to survive and thrive. We take care of  
thirsty birds with bird baths in our 
gardens, who may crave a much-need-
ed sip of  water. What about the butter-
fl ies? Let us join forces to create wa-
ter puddlers for butterfl ies and other 
pollinators, in every garden in King 
Township. All you need is a fl owerpot 
saucer or plate to hold 1 to 2 inches of  
sand, a handful of  plain Epsom salt or 
any other type of  salt with minerals, 
a handful of  manure all mixed togeth-
er and a few stones on top. The next 
step is to moisten the sand with water, 
so that butterfl ies can easily stand on 
a moist surface. Puddlers should be 
placed directly on the ground. I watch 
insects drinking from my puddlers 
with the same satisfaction and delight 
as I watch birds drinking from my bird 
bath.

Wishing all readers the same delight-
ful butterfl y moments throughout the 
summer.

Grazyna Tonkiel is an accomplished 
opera singer, visual artist and a conser-
vationist. She was the soloist at Polish 
National Opera and Ballet Theater in 
Warsaw and won national and interna-
tional vocal competitions; her butterfl y 
studies are in collections in over 10 coun-
tries. She can be reached at her Gallery 
Solo studio in King City –  www.gtonkiel.
com
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Providing Families with Peace of Mind
By providing quality, personalized private care our trained staff will ensure a level of professionalism that allows for 
healthy, safe and positive interactions. We provide a variety of services to suit the needs of you and your loved ones.

We specialize in, but are not limited to, providing live-out 
support including short-term postoperative care. We also 
organize and assist clients with daily activities to help 
stimulate their mind and enrich their interests. We are 
fl exible in building a care plan that is best suited for our 
clients.

Caring for loved ones can be a full-time job – we recognize it 
can be exhausting at times. When you need a rest, our team 
is here to relieve you. Our staff is able to provide 24-hour care 
in the comfort of our client’s own home.

Our team of skilled professionals provides both medical and 
personal home care services. In addition to helping maintain 
personal hygiene, we also regulate and provide medical 
services such as bloodwork, medication administration, and 
accompanying clients to appointments.

Private Homecare

Respite Care

Home Medical Services

Private Homecare

Hon. Deb Schulte 
MP King–Vaughan
9401 Jane Street, Suite 115, Vaughan, ON L6A 4H7
Toll Free: 1.844.586.8999 • Tel: 905.303.5000
Email: Deb.Schulte@parl.gc.ca 

SUPPORTING BUSINESSES 
DURING COVID-19

      Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS)
  Wage subsidy for eligible employers covering a portion of  
an employee’s wage, allowing businesses to re-hire employees 
and avoid layoffs extended to Dec 19, 2020

      Canada Emergency Business Account (CEBA)
  Partially forgivable, interest-free loans of up to $40,000 to  
small businesses, sole-proprietors and not-for-profits with  
a payroll lower than $20,000 

      Business Credit Availability Program (BCAP)
  Up to $12.5 M in loans through Export Development Canada 
and the Business Development Bank. 

  Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance 
(CECRA)

        Lowering rent by 75 per cent for small businesses that have  
been the hardest hit by COVID-19. 

      Regional Relief and Recovery Fund (RRRF)
  $675 million in financing support to small and medium-sized 
businesses that are unable to access the government’s existing 
COVID-19 support measures. 

 Large Employer Emergency Financing Facility (LEEFF)
      Bridge financing for Canada’s largest employers, whose needs 

during the pandemic are not being met through conventional 
financing.

@_DebSchulte debschulte.kv @DebSchulte82

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca


